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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana 70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax    (225) 387-4742







September 24, 2020





A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held via teleconference at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, September 2, 2020.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order and declared a quorum present.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge

John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee

Mark Guillory


St. Landry

Spencer Harvey


Ascension

Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Karen Jewell



Iberville



Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Harry Marionneaux 

Iberville

Earl Matherne


Assumption

Jody Meche



St. Martin (arrived late)

Sean McGee



Iberia

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee (arrived late)
Absent: 

Kenneth Gordon


West Baton Rouge

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING

Tony German


CPRA

William Tyson


Executive Director
Nicholas Rockforte


Levee Board Attorney

Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager
Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Program Specialist
Tiffany Weber


Administrative Program Specialist

                                                                    * * * * 
President John Grezaffi asked for public comments.  Hearing none, he proceeded with the agenda.  

                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Mark Guillory moved, seconded by Commissioner Sean McGee, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of August 5, 2020 as presented and to publish the minutes in the official journal.  
                                                                    * * * * 
NOTICE

Sealed bids will be received by the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District up to 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, September 2, 2020, for the leasing for hunting and fishing purposes only on the following described property, to-wit, bid related materials may be obtained and electronic bids may be submitted online at www.centralbidding.com:

Sections 29 and 30, Township 9 South, Range 8 East, St. Martin Parish, Louisiana, containing 308.59 acres.

Said bids will be publicly opened at the office of said Board in Port Allen, Louisiana on Wednesday, September 2, 2020, at 4:00 p.m.

The said property will be leased for hunting and fishing purposes only (the taking of alligators excluded), as one tract, for a period of five (5) years, beginning November 4, 2020. Payments shall be made annually; the first payment due upon execution of the lease by all parties and on the anniversary thereafter.  Bid bond in the amount of 10% of the total 5 year lease amount is required with bid when submitted.  Upon request, said bond shall be returned at the termination of the lease, provided all terms and conditions of the lease have been met by lessee.  The successful bidder is required to submit proof of liability insurance of not less than $1,000,000 on the leased land with the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District being named on the policy as additionally insured.

Prospective bidders are to satisfy themselves as to the validity of the land title prior to submitting their bids, in as much as the land will be leased without warranty of title except as against the Board's own acts.  Access to said property is not guaranteed by the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District and is the responsibility of Lessee.  Prospective bidders may wish to obtain copy of the lease prior to submitting bid to assure themselves of the terms and conditions to which they are bidding.  Said copy may be obtained at 525 Court Street, P. O. Box 170, Port Allen, Louisiana, 70767.

The land will be leased subject to any oil, gas and mineral lease, that may exist now or be entered into in the future, the bonus, rentals and royalties from which shall be reserved to the Board.  All mineral rights shall be reserved to the Board in perpetuity in accordance with the Constitution.

The Board will not consider any bids submitted for less than $10.00 per acre per year.

The successful bidder will be responsible for all advertising costs.  The Board reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

It is mandatory that all bids are submitted on forms provided by the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District otherwise bid will be considered null and void, bid forms are available at 525 Court Street, P.O. Box 170, Port Allen, Louisiana, 70767.  All Bids should be marked in bold print “Hunting and Fishing Lease Bid.”

John Grezaffi






Janice Jarreau

President






Secretary





The following bid was duly opened and read for a hunting lease in St. Martin Parish:

Sherman Hayes

$10/acre per year for a total of $15,429.50 over 5 years
Commissioner Sean McGee moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne, and unanimously carried to accept the bid as presented.  

                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioners Jody Meche and Nickie Rockforte arrived at the meeting.  Commissioner Meche asked President John Grezaffi if he had received an item to be added to the agenda for today relative to a resolution from Chester Cedars.  Since the resolution had not been received, Commissioner Meche proceeded to explain that there is an issue in the Henderson Bay area where they are trying to get some relief from the flooding events when the basin allows it.  They want to get some restrictions lifted where it is taking up to two weeks for water to drain off.  President Grezaffi said he would have this added to the agenda for next month’s board meeting after we receive a copy of the resolution.  Commissioner M.J. LeBlanc noted he was on a committee twelve years ago reviewing this same issue.
                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Will Tyson reported to the board that there was an article in the paper about a proposal from the Corps of Engineers.  He said he will have a project list of what projects will be in our district when we receive it. 
                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Tony German of CPRA was present but had no comment.

                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte, and unanimously carried to grant optional compression pay to Bobby Webber from $23.99 to $26.39 per hour.  
                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Nicholas Rockforte advised the commissioners that it is quiet on the legal front.  He said at this time the bike trail issues have been handled.

                                                                    * * * * 
The commissioners reviewed professional service agreements for the CPA, Legal Counsel, Stenographer, Janitorial Services, Computer/I.T. Services, HVAC System Maintenance and Copy Machine Maintenance.  Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell, and unanimously carried to approve the agreements.

                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell to adopt the following sympathy resolution for Mr. Bertrand Woolfolk:

RESOLUTION
Moved by Commissioner Karen Jewell, seconded by Commissioner Jody Meche and Unanimously Carried:

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District lost a

valuable friend with the death of Bertrand Woolfolk on August 19, 2020, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Woolfolk worked for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District from

August 14, 1989 through July 15, 2019, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Woolfolk will be missed by many who were close to him and who cherished his friendship.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of this Board do hereby express its

condolences to the family of Mr.Woolfolk and its deepest regrets upon his death, that this

Resolution be incorporated and made a permanent part of the Minutes of this Board, and

further that a copy of this Resolution be presented to the Woolfolk Family so that they may

know of our sincere appreciation of the life of Mr. Woolfolk and of our sincere regrets in

his passing:

Vote:

Yeas:
Commissioners Bill Flynn, John Grezaffi, Mark Guillory, Spencer Harvey, Daniel


Hebert, Karen Jewell, Moise LeBlanc, Harry Marionneaux, Earl Matherne, Sean 


McGee, Jody Meche, and Nickie Rockforte

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting:   Commissioner Kenneth Gordon

The vote in favor thereof being unanimous, the resolution was declared duly adopted.

* * * * *

I, Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary for the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy

of excerpts of the Minutes of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, a Regular Meeting held in Port Allen, Louisiana, on Wednesday, September 2,

2020.

         /s/Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary

Roll call vote:

Yeas:    Commissioners Flynn, Grezaffi, Guillory, Harvey, Hebert, Jewell, LeBlanc, Marionneaux, Matherne, Meche, McGee, Rockforte
Nays:  None

Absent and not voting:  Commissioner Gordon

The resolution was adopted unanimously by the commissioners present.

                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell to adopt the following sympathy resolution for Mr. Gordon Robertson:


RESOLUTION
Moved by Commissioner Earl Matherne, seconded by Commissioner Jody Meche and Unanimously Carried:

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District lost a

valuable friend with the death of Gordon Robertson on June 6, 2020, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Robertson worked for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District from

August 3, 1987 through October 31, 1997, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Robertson will be missed by many who were close to him and who cherished his friendship.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of this Board do hereby express its

condolences to the family of Mr. Robertson and its deepest regrets upon his death, that this

Resolution be incorporated and made a permanent part of the Minutes of this Board, and

further that a copy of this Resolution be presented to the Robertson Family so that they may

know of our sincere appreciation of the life of Mr. Robertson and of our sincere regrets in

his passing:

Vote:

Yeas:
Commissioners Bill Flynn, John Grezaffi, Mark Guillory, Spencer Harvey, Daniel


Hebert, Karen Jewell, Moise LeBlanc, Harry Marionneaux, Earl Matherne, Sean


McGee, Jody Meche, and Nickie Rockforte

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting:   Commissioner Kenneth Gordon

The vote in favor thereof being unanimous, the resolution was declared duly adopted.

* * * * *

I, Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary for the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy

of excerpts of the Minutes of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, a Regular Meeting held in Port Allen, Louisiana, on Wednesday, September 2,

2020.

         /s/Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary

Roll call vote:

Yeas:    Commissioners Flynn, Grezaffi, Guillory, Harvey, Hebert, Jewell, LeBlanc, Marionneaux, Matherne, Meche, McGee, Rockforte
Nays:  None

Absent and not voting:  Commissioner Gordon

The resolution was adopted unanimously by the commissioners present.

                                                                    * * * * 
There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne, and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.
____________________________________           ____________________________________

Janice Jarreau, Secretary


           John Grezaffi, President

____________________________________

Linda Alwood, Contract Stenographer 
An Equal Opportunity Employer

